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MEMORANDUM 

 
To:  Jamestown Charter Township Planning Commission  
From:  Gregory L. Ransford, MPA 

Date:  July 7, 2018 
Re:  Master Plan Introduction and Community Profile & Chapter One – Agricultural Uses  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Pursuant to the Master Plan Framework, attached is the draft Introduction and Community 
Profile as well as Chapter One – Agricultural Uses of the 2019 Jamestown Charter Township 
Master Plan for your review. As noted in our Comprehensive Review memorandum and as we 
have previously discussed, these have been prepared prior to significant public contributions 
in an effort maintain our Master Plan Framework timeline as closely as possible, and to create 
a base from which we will incorporate future public and Planning Commission contributions. 
 

Proposed additions are shown in bold text and proposed deletions are shown in 
strikethrough text. Additionally, we have provided a clean copy of the drafts. 
 
The draft language is scheduled for your review at your July 17, 2018 meeting. If you have any 
questions, please let us know. 
 
GLR 
Planner 
 
Attachments 



Introduction & Community Profile 

Preface 
 
In accordance with the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Act 33 of 2008, as amended, this 
Master Plan was created to serve as a guide for development within Jamestown Charter 
Township. The Master Plan is a policy tool used by township officials to coordinate 
growth and to serve as the basis for zoning.  It guides the location and future 
arrangement of agricultural, industrial, residential, commercial and recreational areas. 
These locations must take into account a multitude of factors such as utilities, existing 
land use, physical characteristics of the land, traffic volumes, and traffic routes as well as 
environmental limitations.   
 
The Michigan Planning Enabling Act, as amended, specifically provides townships the 
authority to prepare and officially adopt a Master Plan. The Master Plan functions as an 
official advisory policy statement for the orderly and efficient use of land. The Plan 
provides the coordination of land uses with other land uses, with streets, and with other 
necessary public infrastructure such as public water and sanitary sewer services. The 
Master Plan also provides the legal and logical basis for local zoning, subdivision design, 
and public improvement plans, and for facilitating and guiding the work of the Planning 
Commission and Township Board. It is also a means of communicating to surrounding 
communities, private organizations, and individuals about how they need to relate their 
future development plans and building projects to the Township's official plans of the 
township.  
 
Despite its purpose as a policy document, it is important to recognize that the Master 
Plan is general in scope. It is not always intended to establish the precise boundaries of 
land use areas or exact locations of future uses. Rather, the Plan is an organized 
approach to analyzing development issues and proposing strategies to address these 
issues. Its function is to guide growth, providing a framework to insure that future 
detailed decisions can be made based on a community-wide perspective. Given that the 
needs and desires of the community change over time, the Plan must be regularly 
reviewed and periodically updated. 
 
Community 
 
Physical and environmental conditions establish limitations on how some areas of the 
township will develop. The physical and environmental makeup of the township 
influences the population, housing, economic and labor force composition of the 
community. Given the steady increase in population, demands will continue for 
additional infrastructure, for the conversion of farmland, and for the preservation of the 
natural environment to accommodate additional residential and commercial growth. The 
Master Plan must therefore provide for appropriate areas to be served by public sewer 
and water utilities as well as establish future residential, commercial, industrial, 



agricultural, and recreational areas in the township in order to adequately address the 
needs of the community as a whole and prevent incompatible uses. 
 
Jamestown Township's total land area consists of 35 square miles.  The largest single 
category of land use is agricultural.  However, during the past 30 years, a significant 
change in land use has been occurring with the conversion of agricultural/open space 
lands to low density single-family residential, commercial, and industrial uses.  As the 
Grand Rapids metropolitan area and the Holland/Zeeland area continue to grow, 
Jamestown Township has become an attractive place for persons who work in urban 
areas but who prefer to live in a rural or semi rural setting.   
 
The focal points of development in Jamestown are is the Village of Jamestown and the 
new developments that have occurred north of the Village and south and southeast of 
Hudsonville. Major industrial and commercial activity has occurred south along 32nd 

Avenue and west along Quincy Street as well. The historical hamlet of Forest Grove is a 
traditional farming community similar to, but smaller than the Village of Jamestown. The 
remainder of the Township is predominately rural with a strong agricultural flavor but 
with increasing patchwork of more scattered rural residences and residential 
concentrations. 
 
How to Use this Plan 
 
For each land use or attribute chapter, the plan identifies goals, recommendations, and 
strategies, which are the basis for future development. The goals, recommendations, and 
strategies are designed as follows: 
 

• Goals – These are community objectives derived from significant public input and 
Planning Commission oversight 

o These are applied most frequently during land use review to ensure a 
proposed development meets and is consistent with the core values of the 
master plan 

• Recommendations – These are pointed direction to achieve the goals 
o These are applied the strongest during land use review to ensure proposed 

development is consistent with the intent of the master plan 

• Strategies – In an effort to accomplish the goals and recommendations of the 
master plan, the strategies are the legislative methods to mandate certain physical 
form, through zoning ordinance or police power ordinances.  
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Chapter One 
Agricultural Uses 

 
Introduction 
 
Throughout numerous decades, generations of farmers have managed the lands and 
raised livestock within our community, serving as the backbone of Jamestown Charter 
Township. As a thriving industry within our borders, farming remains as one of our 
paramount attributes of the socioeconomic success of the township. However, as 
generations and attributes continue to change throughout the township, the agricultural 
community must evolve and recognize increasing residential, commercial, and industrial 
development that was attracted to the township by the very character agriculture 
provides.  
 
The Prime Farmland Soils Map classifies areas of the township on the basis of soil 
suitability for general agricultural crop production. It shows the location of soils classified 
as prime farmland in their natural state and those that are considered prime when 
altered to improve drainage characteristics. It also shows those, which for a variety of 
reasons, are not considered prime as rated on a relative scale, by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. Prime farmlands are naturally endowed with the soil qualities, growing 
season, and moisture content necessary to sustain high crop yields under average 
farming practices.  
 
As illustrated by the map, the highest concentration of local prime agriculture lands is 
located in the north central and northwestern third of the Township.  A good deal of 
development has already occurred in the northwest area and it is in that area where 
most additional growth will continue to be focused. Less pervasive areas of prime 
farmland soils also exist in the south and east. These are often associated with other 
soils, that when managed effectively, are also very productive. It is envisioned that 
through a combination of improved state farmland preservation policies, market 
conditions and local land use policies, farming will continue in the southern reaches of 
the township and therefore continue to represent a significant part of the Township’s 
economic and social fabric. In order to continue to provide an environment in which our 
agricultural character can thrive, the following goals, recommendations and strategies 
were developed. It is important to note that the implementation of these goals, 
recommendations and strategies is subject to the Michigan Right to Farm Act and may 
restrict the totality of their intent. 
 
Goals, Recommendations and Strategies 
 
Goals 
 

• Obtain a balance between development and agriculture by anticipating and 
planning for the gradual transition of certain existing agricultural and open space 



 

 

lands into planned developments while minimizing the impacts of such 
development on ongoing farming operations 

• Support agricultural operations 

• Preserve open space such as trees, vegetation, wildlife habitat, farmland and 
other natural areas 

• Prevent residential or commercial developments that are isolated from 
compatible zoning districts and uses as well as necessary utilities, transportation 
networks and other public services, which are designed to provide 
interconnection between developments, to protect premature development of 
farmland 

 
Recommendations  
 

• Encourage crop production and livestock use to minimally impact existing open 
spaces  

• Encourage all farm building construction to be designed in a central or same 
location to preserve the most farmland as possible and minimally impact existing 
open spaces 

• Design a “no-cut” zone along right-of-ways to protect the natural landscape, 
maintain open space, and rural character as well as preserve the native drainage 
system and reduce flooding 

• Limit the orientation of parcel development to protect the rural image and blend 
development with the natural landscape  

• Require clustering of housing  

• Require more compact residential developments in order to maintain more open 
lands in the Township (Moved to Strategies, below) 

• Develop open space incentives for developers to both help maintain the rural 
character of the Township and provide buffer area between residential 
development and farmland (Moved to Strategies, below) 

• Periodically consider review of the minimum setback for all farm buildings, so as 
to protect the greatest amount of open space and or farmland as possible 

 
Strategies 
 

• Support private conservation efforts such as county and state level farmland 
preservation program initiatives such as purchase of development rights (PDR) 
and transfer development rights (TDR) programs to assist long term farming 
operations 

• Encourage soil conservation practices, the prudent use of fertilizers and pesticides 
and other means of conserving wildlife habitat, wetlands and woodlands 

• Encourage the preservation of any trees within the right-of-way and within 30 
feet of the right of way, so as to protect the natural vegetation (any naturally 
deceased trees may be removed) and drainage system 



 

 

• Require the clustering of parcel divisions  

• Require more compact residential developments in order to maintain more open 
lands in the Township  

• Develop open space incentives for developers to both help maintain the rural 
character of the Township and provide buffer area between residential 
development and farmland  
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• Develop open space incentives for developers to both help maintain the rural 
character of the Township and provide buffer area between residential 
development and farmland  
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